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Open Meeting 
On Wed. 19th March 2025 at 7:30pm at 
Stoke St Milborough Village Hall
Draft Minutes:
Future of Blackford Methodist Chapel : With guest speakers Adrian Williams (the circuit property secretary) and the Methodist Lay Preacher.
Present: Cllrs G.Price (chair), T.Whiteman, I.Powell, B.Norgorve, C.Dahn, L.Fanouraki, T.Baylis, M.Vigar, C.Motley(Shropshire Council). W.Richards (clerk) and 17 members of Public.
Open session: Mr Adrian Williams, Circuit Property Secretary. The buildings are closed by the local community. The Church Council in Ludlow made a decision regarding the closure due to only having 2 members. Then Circuit have agreed the closure. The District still need to make a decision. Building and parking there is limited. St Milburgas remains open. The Chapel may be sold freehold.The Burial ground would be included leasehold, with access remaining for friends and family at all times, and it must be kept in good order. In special circumstances individuals may still be buried there, but those individuals would need to register their interest ASAP. The final service will be in July. Questions were invited: If volunteers came forward now, could it remain open? Mr Williams replied that he doesn’t see any long term viability in it. They would need 12 members to be a good functioning church. The Circuit have the power after 12 months with too few members to close it. One member spoke of their readiness for it’s closure; it has been a discussion for some time. Many attendees are members and attendees to other churches. It is a listed building. Mr Cornah suggests St Milburgas could host a remembrance service twice a year if wanted. Currently no services: water/electric or gas to the building. Lan Bista community council bought their graveyard leasehold, as an example of options. Thanks were given to Janet and Ann for many years work. The service of Thankgiving will take place 13th July 2025 at 3pm.
1. Apologies for Absence: Cllr James.
2. Declarations of Interest relating to this meeting: None
3. Minutes: The minutes from 8-1-25 were circulated prior to the meeting. Unanimously agreed as a correct record.
4. Matters Arising: Cleestanton road not yet fixed
5. Finance: Balance: £6756.72 + reserve of £5783.83
6. Planning Application: Reference:  25/00364/OUT  (validated: 10/02/2025)
Address:  Proposed Residential Dwelling To The North Of, Stoke St Milborough, Shropshire
Proposal:  Outline planning application (all matters reserved) for the erection of a self-build dwelllinghouse
Applicant: Mr Mark Pearce (1 Dayhouse Cottage, Stottesdon, Kidderminster, Worcestershire, DY14 8TR) Mr Pearce has purchased the field as he couldn’t afford to buy so would like the opportunity to build an Open Market house for themselves. Cllrs view plans and objections submitted online. Cllr Motley questioned the area of the building plot? Confirmed as 1/3 of site. Also reminded it’s within the Shropshire Hills National Landscape, so is sensitive. Cllr Vigar reminded the meeting of the Hopton Cangeford applications which were not infill as only one side has neighbours. Cllr Baylis agrees. Cllr Baylis reminded that the Parish Plan had 10 builds designated to the Cluster and this is already exceeded. But Cllr Motley suggests this is not a strict quota. Cllr Vigar proposes the PC comment that the 10 builds within the cluster have been exceeded. A Local Plan had not been completed. Cllr Baylis uncomfortable with no siting or mass plan within the application. Applicant was advised to do this. Cllr Norgrove proposes support, no seconder. Cllr Baylis proposes object, Cllr Vigar seconds. Agreed. The location isn’t infill, the quota of 10 has been reached, and Cllrs uncomfortable with the lack of information. Cllr Vigar also questioned whether the site is in the village envelope.
7. Reports from Representatives Cllr Dahn reports the Village Hall is doing well. Cllr Motley gave a County report: devolution is on the agenda to reduce the number of local authorities, District and County amalgamations. Shropshire are already a unitary authority. Concern that rural parishes will be ignored, suggest the Corvedale divisions all suffer with similar problems, so there maybe strength in joining neighbouring parishes, share resources. They need half a million people to make a strategic authority but Shropshire are a long way under. Chairman’s meeting: Cllr Price reports that there’s no need to book to go to the tip. The 3Ps: Parish Paths Partnership have applied for a grant. Installed a new bridleway gate behind Pel Begar. Public commented that Shropshire Bridleways are much better than Staffordshire. The Group are inviting requests for work to be done. 
8. Highways: Outside Lloyds farm the entire width for 50-100m. Blackford: Greenbank hollow and towards Red Hall is terrible.
8. Correspondence Bird Flu notice on new advice up at Village Hall, Local Nature Recovery Strategy is ongoing. Phone Boxes for removal
9. Items for the next meeting: (For dissemination of information only) Phone Box, Blackford Chapel Future purpose. 
Thanks given to Cllr Motley for her service which has been invaluable.
10. Date of Next Meeting: TBC

Your Cllrs: G. Price (Chairman), C. Dahn, L.Fanouraki , E. James, B. Norgrove, I. Powell, T. Baylis , 
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All residents of the villages are invited to attend. 
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