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Closed Meeting 
On Thursday 17th July 2025 at 7:30pm at 
Stoke St Milborough Village Hall
Draft Minutes:
Future of Blackford Methodist Chapel : With guest speakers Adrian Williams (the circuit property secretary) 
Present: Cllrs G.Price, I.Powell, C.Dahn, T.Whiteman, B.Norgrove, M.Vigar, W.Richards(clerk)
1. Apologies for Absence: Cllr T.Baylis
2. Declarations of Interest relating to this meeting: None
3. Finance: Balance £5820.78 current account 30-6-25, cheques requested: Clerks wages: £370.98 plus £15.59 for web domain renewal. Clerk to charge mileage for posters and meetings: discussed. Agreed.
4. Lease of Blackford Chapel Graveyard: For discussion. Template example lease presented. Chapel will be sold freehold, graveyard leasehold. Fence will be constructed between chapel and graveyard. PC request maintenance of boundary is Chapel responsibility. Something similar to village hall requested. Recent experiences of chapel owners have been kept very well. Hedges and grass must be maintained. Can more Burials occur? Everyone with connections to the graveyard have been contacted asking if they wish to be buried there. There were 6 requests. There will also be a notice on the Chapel and one in the newspaper. Methodists remain point of contact for burials, leaseholder would be notified. Liability insurance would be required, but Methodists probably cover until renewal in 2026. Gravestones are the relative’s liability. Term of lease often 999years. Due to being a charity; they need to prove best price, and therefore Chapel will be auctioned. Clerk to ask SALC for legal support with lease. Unanimously agreed to proceed with potential graveyard lease by Parish Council.
5. Correspondence: HMO to be advertised. Chairs network meeting 11-9-25, Shropshire Together meeting 25-7-25. South Shropshire Local Area Committee 1-9-25. Elections survey, Youth Survey, Call for Information survey. Clerk to complete surveys.
6. Items for the next meeting: (For dissemination of information only)
7. Date of Next Meeting: 17-9-25

Your Cllrs: G. Price (Chairman), C. Dahn, L.Fanouraki , E. James, B. Norgrove, I. Powell, T. Baylis , 
M. Vigar, T. Whiteman                                                                              
Wendy Richards; Clerk/RFO      stokestmilboroughpc@outlook.com   07813 271 274
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